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beauty and utility are to be happily blended, and you will add
some acres to a beautiful garden while you procure, as I hop^you
will, a revenue of several lakhs for your State Treasury. I will
now respond to Your Highness's invitation and lay the founda-
tion stone of what, I trust, will be a busy junction and the active
centre of a successful feeder railway system for the Patiala State.

Speaking at the State Banquet given in Her
Excellency's Honour on 27th October 1923

I greatly appreciate the kind words Your Highness has used
in speaking of Her Excellency and your reference to the difficul-
ties of the Viceroy's task. I know that Her Excellency also
values Your Highness's expressions of interest and appreciation
regarding the work for the women of India which she has made
the subject of her constant care and solicitude. Her Excellency
has already had substantial proof of your Highness's personal
sympathy with her plans of benevolence. I am glad to have had
this opportunity of visiting Your Highness in your State for
many reasons. I had hopes to have paid this visit at an earlier
date, but circumstances arose which prevented my intentions
from coming into fruition, and it is with all the greater pleasure
that I now fulfil my deferred hopes. My present visit enables
me to renew my friendship with Your Highness in your own home
amid your ancestral dignities. Apart from personal grounds it is
also a source of great pleasure to me to come to the capital of
the premier State in the Punjab and the leading Sikh State in
India, and, as Viceroy and Governor-General, to demonstrate
the interest which I feel in the Patiala State and my appreciation
of the happy nature of those relations which have subsisted
between this State and the British Government for the past
115 years.

I need not examine the history of those relations as it is well-
known to most of those here present. I found a culminating
expression in the splendid services of this State and its subjects
and in the personal services of Your Highness in the Great War,
and I congratulate Your Highness on the very eloquent tribute
paid to those services by His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales
in Patiala during his visit in February two years ago.

THE STATE TROOPS

I need only add that it has been a pleasure and privilege for
me to have seen the fine troops which Your Highness maintains